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Keys to the Kingdom-Binding and Loosing 

 

April 26, 2023 

  
Scripture: Matthew 16:19 

Summary: focal point: the intent of this study is to address binding and 
loosing. 

keys to the Kingdom-Binding and Loosing 

Matthew 16: 18-19 

Matthew 16: 19 

You must understand scripture in context you must ask who, what, when and 
why.  

Scripture taken out of context can lead to error. 

Certainly, Christ saw great potential in Peter even though Peter denied Christ 
(ref: Matthew 26:34).  
34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock 
crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 

Truly, Christ gave the keys of the kingdom to the Apostle Peter.  

Christ used a metaphor the new Webster’s dictionary of the English language 
defines the meaning of a metaphor as “a figure of speech in which a term or 
phrase is applied to something to which is not literally applicable in order to 
see a resemblance”.  

An example might be “she is the flower of my life”. 

Note that Christ was the one who possessed and had the authority to pass the 
keys on to Peter.  

These were not literal keys. 
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The keys, transferred to Peter, gave him the power and authority to open the 
gospel of Jesus Christ not only to the Jews but also to the Gentiles.  

To the Jews this transpired on the day of Pentecost, Acts chapter 2. The 
gospel of Christ was opened to a Gentile (non-Jew) in the household of 
Cornelius; a Roman, recorded in Acts 10: 34-48  

Understanding the term “bind and loose, (mentioned in Matthew 
16:19 and Matthew 18:18), must now be read and understood in context to the 
keys to the kingdom. This is perhaps one of the most misunderstood scriptures 
in the word. The two terms relate to a Jewish, legal concept. It spoke 
primarily of what is permitted or not permitted. A Jewish audience would 
relate to the terms more than a gentile audience. 

It must be understood that Peter did not have the Apostolic power to 
determine the eternal destiny of anyone. That authority lies in the hand of 
Jesus (ref: revelation: 1:18).  
18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 

 Jesus has the keys! Matthew 28: 19:20 (Great commission) applies to all 
disciples of Christ. When the gospel of Christ is preached and a person 
accepts that gospel he is “loosed” from his sinful nature.  

When a person hears and rejects the gospel of Christ he is “bound” up in his 
sinful nature and is in danger of hell! 

Application: Believer, you must take Matthew 28: 19-20 seriously. People can 
be “loosed” from their sin by your witness. 

 


