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What Does God Want? 

 

August 10, 2022 

     
Scripture: Joshua 24:14-15 
 
14. Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: 
and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the 
flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. 
 
15. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom 
ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the 
other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: 
but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 
 
 

Summary: A challenging look at what God wants out of us individually and as 
His church 

What does it take to be what God wants you to be as an individual? 

What does it take to be what God wants us to be as New Hope Church? 

Joshua 24:14-15 

INTRO 

We want to look specifically at what it takes to be a full-mature servant of 
God.  

Also, we look at what it takes to become a Kingdom-Focused Church – a 
church that strives only to fulfill the Great Commission and minister to its 
community.  

As we study today, let’s look first of all inside ourselves – ask the Holy Spirit 
to point out anything that is contrary to God’s Word and Will.  
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Secondly, let’s look at our church – are there things that we can do better? 
Are there things that we are doing? Are there things that we can do to 
minister to each other and this community?  

But finally, let’s totally commit to doing God’s will, not ours. 

TEXT 

I. Total Service to God 

a. What does it entail to the individual 

b. What does it entail to the body of Christ 

 

I. Faith 

1. John 14:1 

2. John 3:16 

 

II. Love 

1. John 15:9, 12-13 

2. John 13:3-5 

3. Galatians 5:22-23 

4. 1 John 4:7-8 

 

III. Obedience 

1. John 14:15 

2. John 15:16 
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God’s word is so specific. Is our service that way for Him. Are we living a life 
that is totally sold out to God. Are we fully serving the Lord?  

Are we fully serving Him as a church, or are we just going through the 
motions? 

 

II. We must choose to perform the functions of the church as individuals and 
as the body of Christ. 

a. Acts 2:38-47 

I. Evangelism (v. 38-41) 

1. We must reach out to everyone and spread the Gospel of Christ! 

II. Discipleship (v. 42) 

1. If we do not train new believers and believers of many years, we are not 
fulfilling the Great Commission. Not only are we to reach out, but we are also 
to teach and help lead a believer into a more intimate relationship with God. 

III. Fellowship (v. 44) 

1. We must get involved in Sunday School and Discipleship Training and 
every other ministry of the church. We learn from others. We get stronger 
when we share things together. God strengthens us through His word and 
through the lives of others who are living through Him. 

2. Many times we think of breaking bread together as fellowship – and it is, 
but there is a deeper meaning of the term – we are one in the bond of love – in 
order to be one as a church, we must get into the Word individually and 
together as the Fellowship of Believers. 

iv. Ministry (v. 45) 

1. We must help one another out, pray for one another, help others outside of 
our church. In other words, do whatever it takes to be what God wants us to 
be and do what God wants us to do. 
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2. Everything that we do as a church, we must look at it as a ministry 
opportunity to help lead someone to Jesus Christ, directly or indirectly. 

v. Worship (v. 46-47) 

1. Worship is a face-to-face encounter with God. It should bring us to an 
appreciation of God, an understanding of God, and a total commitment to 
God. 

a. Isaiah 6 

I. He realized the state that he was in spiritually. (A, U, C) 

III. What are the consequences of not following God as an individual and not 
following God’s master blueprint for the church? 

a. In our text this morning, Joshua issued his declaration of who he served. If 
you look deeper into this, Joshua also showed the folks evidence from verse 1 
up to the 15th about the goodness of God to them and what also happened if 
they turned from Him. He presented both sides of the evidence. 

b. Joshua 7 – story of Achan – Achan sinned against God – he lost his life and 
entire family. 

c. Jesus said in the book of Matthew that we cannot serve both God and 
Mammon or Satan. 

d. As a church, the Revelation discusses two churches in particular that 
struggled with following God’s blueprint. 

I. The church at Ephesus was cited for losing its first love. They went through 
the motions, did a lot of good things, but they had forgotten who they were 
doing them for. The consequences were the removal of the candlestick or 
repent of their ways, 

II. The church at Laodicea was cited for their lukewarmness. They literally 
did nothing but go through the motions. I can only imagine the atmosphere in 
this church. They were to be spit out of His mouth – truly disgusted by their 
actions. 

d. Where are we as individuals, are we totally following God? 
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e. Where are we as a church, would God be pleased with our actions? 

IV. What are the rewards of following God as a church? 

What are the rewards of following God as an individual? 

a. Numerical Growth 

I. Acts 2:41, Acts 4:4, Acts 6:7, Acts 11:21 

II. God will reward the church with souls, but with a committed servant, He 
will also give souls for an individual’s labor as well. 

b. Spiritual Transformation 

I. 2 Peter 3:18 

1. It will show our Changing Relationship with Christ 

a. Galatians 2:19-20 

2. It will show our Changing Relationship with Other Believers 

a. 1 John 4:10-11 

3. It will show our Changing Relationship with Unbelievers 

a. Acts 1:8 

4. It will show our Changing Relationship toward Christian Disciplines 

a. Bible Study 

b. Prayer 

c. Worship 

d. Witnessing 

c. Ministry Expansion 

I. Matthew 25:37-40 
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II. Matthew 25:29 

1. We will see needs through the eyes of God that need to be met and will 
begin ministries to accommodate those needs. 

d. Kingdom Advance 

I. Refer to Isaiah 6:8 

1. We will realize that every believer has been called to do something for 
God’s Kingdom. 

Well, where are we at today – have we totally sold out to God – have we said, 
“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord?” Today, you can. 

As a church, are we meeting all of the needs of our church and our 
community, if not after today, we can begin striving to literally fulfill the five 
purposes of the church – not provide lip service but put out words to action. 

 “Choose this day as to whom you will serve, but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” 

 


