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Scripture: Romans 8:28-34

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose.

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can
be against us?

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us all things?

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth.

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for
us.

Summary: An awesome revelation that should shape our worldview, our view
of God, and how we speak and conduct ourselves in life.
IF GOD BE FOR US...

Rom. 8:31



INTRODUCTION

1. These are some of the most famous and power-packed verses in the Bible.
Each one is a jewel to be revolved and marveled at.

2. Our emphasis this evening is the second half of verse 31; “If God be for us,
who can be against us?”

There is a message so profound in this verse that it should shape our
worldview, our view of God, and how we speak and conduct ourselves in life.

I. WE POSSESS GOD’S TRUMP CARD
A. POWER OVER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, OPPOSITION

1. “Trump Card” — (defined): “The Trump Card is the highest-ranking card;
it overwhelms and has power over every other card currently in play. The
person who plays it automatically wins that hand of cards.”

2. The Redeemed possess the ultimate Trump card — it is God’s favor set upon
us! GOD IS FOR US, ON OUR SIDE!

3. Listen to Thomas Schreiner’s comment on Romans 8:31;

“There is something about power that is being communicated here. God’s
favor, love, and grace trump everything because there is no one or nothing
greater than God. When God is for you, no one can be against you because
there is nothing greater or more powerful than God. This is not a promise of
the absence of opposition. Rather, it is a promise regarding the impotence of
the opposition. God will vanquish any enemies that present themselves before
believers.”

B. EFFECT OF GOD’S FAVOR: WE’RE OVERCOMERS!

1. The Apostle John rightly sized up the situation, “You are of God, little
children, and have overcome them, because greater is He that is in you than
he that is in the world” 1 Jn. 4:4.

2. God’s presence in us and our relationship to Him as His children
automatically confer the status of ‘overcomer’ on us.



3. There is no situation God doesn’t have the key to. There is no adversary
who is more powerful than God. The same overcoming nature resident in
Jesus now resides in us.

C. YOU’RE A WINNER, NOT A LOSER. You WILL eventually triumph!

1. In Adam you were born a loser, but in Christ you’re born a winner! In
Adam you had a dark future; but in Christ you have an awesome future! In
Adam you were separated from God; in Jesus you were reconciled to God!

2. When you were born again, you were born in God’s image, created in His
likeness and born of His Spirit. You’re a child of the Most High God; you’re a
King’s kid, Royal Blood now flows in your veins! You’re not average!

(nikao) which means “to subdue” and is translated as “conquer, overcome,
prevail, get the victory.”

4. This word “overcomer” doesn’t mean someone who always wins every
battle. In fact, it was used of those who went from one defeat to another, but
kept on fighting until eventually they won the war!

5. REMEMBER, HELL IS NO LONGER IN CHARGE OF YOUR
DESTINY! 1 Cor. 6:19 says, “You are not your own; you were bought at a

price. Therefore honor God with your body and in your spirit, which are
God's!”

6. YOU’RE GOD’S PROPERTY, NOT SATAN’S. The devil has to trespass
on God's property to mess with you. God is jealous over what is His. He
guards and fights for what is His own. Say; “I’m God’s Property!”

II. HOW DO WE KNOW WE WILL TRIUMPH?

Paul says we can be confident of it because of three things: God has
Predestined us, Justified us, and glorified us (vs. 30).

A.YOU WERE CHOSEN, PREDESTINED

1. Deut. 7:6 says, “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord
your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be
his people, his treasured possession.”



2. Eph 1:4 says, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be
holy and blameless in his sight.” Jesus said, “You didn’t choose me,
remember; I chose you” John 15:16 Msg.

3. When God chose us, He also predestined us to be conformed to the image of
His Son (vs. 29) and to be rewarded with eternal life and endless blessings in
God’s presence. God has made these “decrees” about you!

4. Eccles. 8:4 says, “Where the word of a king is, there is power.” When God
speaks, it happens!

a. God spoke and the universe was created.
b. God commanded and the ancient world was deluged and destroyed.

¢. God spoke and Israel came out of Egypt, defeating the mightiest army in
the world.

5. But before the creation of the world, God spoke about you, you were chosen
to be part of His holy people throughout eternity.

6. ILLUSTRATION

a. Pro Wrestling is staged. Before the wrestlers ever go out, it’s been
predetermined who will win.

b. The contenders go through the battle for entertainment purposes but the
point of the battle is not to decide who will win but to give the crowd a show.

c. The winner of the match does not battle for victory, but from victory. He
battles knowing that he's already won. [Tony Evans Bk. Of Illus., p. 337.]

d. When you accepted Jesus Christ, you got on the winning side. You can’t
help but win because Jesus already won the key battle at Calvary!

7. Paul notes 2 guarantees; “If God...did not spare his own Son, but gave him
up for us all” (vss. 31-32) and “Christ... is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us” (34).

8. DEMONSTRATION. If I tried to walk and balance myself on a beam. But
to ensure my success, get a person to walk on each side to support me. This



symbolizes how we have the support of Jesus’ sacrifice and His continual
intercession.

B. JUSTIFIED

1. When we accepted salvation in Jesus Christ we were washed us in the blood
of the Lamb — all our sins were cleansed away. We were justified, “just-as-if-
I’d” never sinned at all and declared us “NOT GUILTY” in the Courtroom of
Heaven. Say, “No Condemnation!”

2. In addition, we were wrapped about with the righteousness of Christ, and
wearing that glorious robe, the eyes of God see no fault in us, because Jesus is
perfect — He never sinned.

C. GLORIFIED

1. In one sense, God’s people are glorified even now, for He “has raised us up
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” Eph.
2:6.

2. It does not say, “we SHALL sit there,” but He “HAS” made us sit there.
Our spiritual beings, in Christ, DO NOW sit there this very hour, for Christ is
our representative Head, and when Christ took His seat in heaven, we also
took our seat in heaven in Him.

3. GOD CERTIFIED HIS WORK FOR US BY SEATING US IN
HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST! Such an enthronement guarantees our
future position!

I1I. HOW THIS AFFECTS OUR WORLDVIEW

A. POSITIVE: WE’RE ON THE WINNING SIDE!

1. How was it that the early Christians could “joyfully accept the confiscation
of their property?” (Heb. 10:34). Because they were sure that God loved them
and had adopted them into His family. Eternal rewards beyond our
imagination awaits.

2. Most of us began our lives feeling conviction for our sins and feeling that
God wasn’t on our side. But all that has changed since we accepted Christ!



3. Predestination is like two elevators. One is going down toward Hell and has
on its door, “Without Christ.” The other is going upward toward Heaven and
has on its door, “Those in Christ.” Everyone who gets “in Christ”
automatically switches from the elevator going to Hell to the one going to
Heaven!

4. If you have accepted Christ then everything in the universe belongs to You!
Every blessing God has, is Yours! Jesus is the Heir of God; all “in Him” are
joint-heirs with Him!

5. The most wealthy Person in the Universe is NOW your client! “If God be
for us, who can be against us?”

B. IT SHOULD AFFECT YOUR LIFESTYLE

1. When we become Christians, we are also expected to conform to our Royal
Family of heaven! We have a new family and a new identity

2. YOUR IDENTITY OUGHT TO DETERMINE:
a. What kind of Music you listen to;

b. What kind of Books you read;

¢. What kind of TV you watch;

d. How you dress;

e. How you spend your time;

f. What your priorities are;

g. Who you date and eventually married.

3. If you're a peasant, you act like one. If you’re of Royal Blood, and are
destined to fulfill a historic role in your nation, you should rise to fill the part!

4 ACT LIKE THE REDEEMED! GROW UP INTO CHRIST!

CONCLUSION



We should never forget that we’re Sons and Daughters of God and that one
day we’ll rule and reign with Christ. Never forget your identity!

C. THE CALL

1. You are no longer an outcast, but you've been adopted.
2. You are an heir of an incredible inheritance.

3. You will reign in heavenly places with Christ.

4. 2 Timothy 2:19, "Let all who named the Name of Christ depart from
iniquity." Do you need to lay some things down?

5. Salvation Call: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with
Me” Rev. 3:20.



