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The Great Commandment: The Priority Of The Church 

 

January 19, 2022  

Scripture: Matthew 22:37-40 
 
37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

38 This is the first and great commandment. 

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
 
40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 

Summary:   

1. Loving God  

2. Loving one another as church members  

3. Loving non-believers by sharing the gospel 

The Great Commandment is 

1. the most important commandment, 

2. The essence or summary of all the commandments in the Bible (the whole 
Law and the Prophets). 

3. Thus serves as a guideline and goal for the life of every Christian and the 
life of church. 

I. What about Loving God 

A. Loving God is the primary purpose of a church; 

If we fail at loving God, we fail in everything else, just as Israel failed in loving 
God and failed as a nation. 
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B. Loving God demands our best efforts; loving God requires complete 
dedication – first priority and absolute intentionality - because there are many 
other competing factors that attract our attention and love.  

You can’t love God and the world at the same time. 

We find it harder to spend time studying Scriptures than watching TV or web 
browsing; and praying than playing.) 

Jesus said, “If you hears my voice, open the door, I will come in” 

If you listen to so many other competing voices, you cannot hear Jesus’ voice. 

Jesus said, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.” 

If you are fed by so many worldly things, you may not have the hunger or 
thirst for Jesus. 

Jesus said "God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.” Matthew 5:3 (NLT) 

If you are satisfied with worldly things, you won’t feel spiritual hunger. 

C. Loving God presupposes knowing God. You can love the Lord only as 
much as you know Him.  

But, your years as a Christian don’t necessarily guarantee that you know the 
Lord as much. 

The Israelites were very religious and participated in all kind of religious 
activities but God didn’t like them because they were not interested in 
knowing and obeying God: 

Malachi 1:10 

I wish one of you would shut the temple doors, so you would no longer kindle 
a useless fire on My altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD of 
Hosts, “and I will accept no offering from your hands.  

(Hosea 4:6) 

My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge (of God).  
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We have to spend time studying the word of God - listening to sermon, 
Sunday school, Bible reading, Reflection, etc. 

II. What about Loving Neighbors 

Attending a church doesn’t mean you know and love the Lord well, neither 
does it mean you know and love the other members well. 

You could attend a church like a social club or family. 

Church size is important but what’s more important is the church members’ 
commitment to one another. 

We need to put more emphasis on small group ministry because we can relate 
to each other only as deep as we communicate to each other.  

More important is the church members’ commitment to one another. 

III. What about loving other neighbors (referring to non-believers) 

Loving God is the primary purpose and loving church members as our 
neighbor is of supreme importance.  

But, if loving God and other church members and believers are all that there 
is in Christian life, there is no point for us to stay in this world. We can love 
God and neighbors far better in heaven than here on this earth. 

 We are here and remain on this earth because we have a Great Commission. 

 We came to know and love the Lord and belong to a Church because 
someone shared the gospel to us. 

 There are people out there who need our help, need us to share the gospel. 

 Our time in this world is the only time we can help others know the Lord. 


