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Discerning Good And Evil 

 

August 25, 2021 

Scripture: 2 Peter 3:18, Hebrews 5:14, 2 Peter 3:8-18 
 
8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; 
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. 
 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 
 
11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
 
12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the 
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat? 
 
13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
 
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye 
may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 
 
15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our 
beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath 
written unto you; 
 
16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are 
some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own 
destruction. 
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17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye 
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
stedfastness. 
 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Hebrews 5:14 
 
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by 
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
 

If we are new in the Faith, we realize that our knowledge of the Christian 
walk is lacking. In our day-to-day life, determining what is right and what is 
sinful is puzzling at times. We do not yet possess the spiritual knowledge and 
wisdom that comes with years of learning and experience (HEBREWS 5:14). 

Summary: Seven questions that new Christians can ask themselves in helping 
to discern good and evil. 

As Christians, we are zealous to serve the Lord that paid for our Salvation 
with His very life. We want to please Him in all that we do. 

To help the babe in Christ discern whether or not a given act is right or 
wrong, below is a list of seven questions that they can ask themselves.  

In the process of answering these questions, the new Christian will be better 
able to discern whether the act is good, or it is evil. 

1.Is the activity wrong in itself? 

There are, at least, three good passages in the New Testament which provide 
specific lists of sins to stay away from. Check it out: GALATIANS 5:19-
21; EPHESIANS 5:3-6; COLOSSIANS 3:5-9. 

2.Does it harm me spiritually? 

In other words, will this activity cause me to become less interested in 
worship, in Bible study, in prayer, or in Christian service? Some acts, not 
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wrong in themselves, may take-up so much time that they interfere with our 
spiritual duties.  

To the extent that this is true, such things are wrong. See MATTHEW 6:33; 
EPHESISNS 5:15-16; HEBREWS 12:1. 

3. Does it hurt my conscience? 

If so, ROMANS 14:23 teaches this to be wrong. "Not of faith" refers to being 
against our conscience. Although the conscience is not a perfect guide, one 
should not go against it unless a particular Scripture teaches otherwise. 

4. Does it harm me physically? 

Our bodies were purchased by the Lord for the Lord’s use. We must strive to 
keep it strong and fit. Read 1 CORINTHIANS 6:19-20. 

5. Does it hurt my influence for Christ? 

As a Christian, we must think of our influences on others. A Christian can be 
a good influence in the world only as they are different from the world. 
See ROMANS 12:2; 1 TIMOTHY 6:11; COLOSSIANS 4:5; MATTHEW 
5:13-16. 

Speaking of influence, any act is wrong which has the effect of causing 
another Christian to sin or be discouraged. See ROMANS 14:13, 19; 1 
CORINTHIANS 8:9, 12; HEBREWS 3:12-14. 

6. Does it put me in the wrong crowd? 

If, in a certain activity, I am always finding myself with the wrong group...this 
may be the clue that tells me I am losing my Christian identity. 
Consider: PROVERBS 13:20; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:33; 2 CORINTHIANS 
6:14-16. 

7.Would Jesus, do it? 

When you know a person pretty well, you can often guess what they would 
think or do.  
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The better you know His life and teachings (through reading the Gospels), the 
better you can decide right or wrong by asking yourself:’ Would Jesus do it?’ 
If deep in your heart you know He would not, it is probably wrong. JOHN 
8:12; 14:6; 1 JOHN 2:6. 

 


